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Train mode

Almost forgotten, coincidentally heard it blaring from the radio this morning. The appealing 

commercial unfolds in my mind's eye. About a charming older lady visiting her former first love. 

Christoph in Vienna, just arrived by the international train service of the Nederlandse Spoorwegen 

(NS). Leonard Cohen's catchy music in particular sticks with television viewers.

A song sung by the late Canadian poet, writer and singer called 'Take This Waltz'. The floor is to 

Hervé Marro, Director of Communications at Midnight Trains.

With our services you can wake up on both the banks of the Tagus in Lisbon and the Douro in 

Porto.

Hervé last took a plane about two years ago. Revolutionary for someone buying a plane ticket 

without even to think about it. Until he realized the disastrous influence of short flights on our 

environment due to (too) high CO2 emissions.

Saying goodbye to it brings you back in touch with the essence of travel, sounds his thesis. You can 

fly back and forth between the Netherlands and Portugal. From Amsterdam, Eindhoven or 

Groningen to Lisbon, Porto or Faro for next to nothing.
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Groningen to Lisbon, Porto or Faro for next to nothing.

Tracks

A major step in the right direction if this type of short-haul flights can be replaced by high-speed 

trains.

Time stands still on board a train. Landscapes roll by, inspiration comes, discussions begin, until 

you suddenly reach your destination, as if time has flown. Quote: Hervé Marro.

The critical question is if and when more environmentally friendly and more pleasant travel 

alternatives will be available. Not unimportant whether the passenger has one or two spare days 

extra traveling to Portugal more comfortably. Finally - from a commercial point of view - even more 

people will be interested in transport by high-speed train? Portugal will be well served promises 

Midnight Trains. 

Sounds like an ambitious and appealing initiative, I thought. More comfortable, more luxurious, less 

adventurous and certainly more expensive. About that train journey that Raimundus Gregorius 

began. The main character from Pascal Mercier's book "Night train to Lisbon". Classics teacher with 

a dull, routine life, head over heels for the White City. Driven by 'Um ourives das palavras', 

antiquarian notes accidentally found in a Spanish bookshop.
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antiquarian notes accidentally found in a Spanish bookshop.

Worn train furniture, no power outlets, WiFi, or a dining car. However more appealing to the 

imagination than an ordinary plane trip. Completely a thing of the past since 2020 because the 

Spanish train company RENFE has discontinued this transport option. The future originates from the 

past. Well, you better count on a considerable price difference in exchange for a super-de-luxe train 

journey. En route to your Portuguese destination in just over 24 hours. 

Grueling

While enjoying a drink at the table, the bar or in your train compartment. Kedeng-kedeng dozing 

on rails in a whizzing motel room with complete privacy, snuggling under superior bedding sets. A 

streamlined way out for an unprecedented cheap Ryanair ticket. Departing from Eindhoven Airport, 

according to the significant timetable at 06:40. 

Remember you have to be there three hours in advance. Preceded by an overnight car ride of at 

least two hours, without delay. To join at the back of a line after parking, lashing your suitcase 

through the nighttime darkness. At the long queue to check in. Which reminds me of the winged 

saying of an Italian family friend.

Traveling and celebrating holidays is a heavy job. Quote: Mendes Betti.
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Traveling and celebrating holidays is a heavy job. Quote: Mendes Betti.

After the security checks, it means waiting to see what happens. Again in a long line, locked in the 

departure hall, teeming with flighty tourists.  Deprived of your much-needed beauty sleep for about 

half a day. Tempting to forget such a nightmarish scenario once and for all. Maybe a drain on the

wallet, but well worth the money at our advancing age.

An obvious sustainable difference compared to such a stressful air journey. Exchanged for an 

experience equivalent to the destination itself, as promised. Arriving truly rested in the heart of 

Lisbon. In a pleasant way, without hours of hostage-taking between crowds of people at extremely 

boring airports. A special experience, which I look forward to.

Commitment

During a walk on the beautiful pavement in Parque Eduardo VII. Struck by a line pattern reminiscent 

of a train track that fades into the distance. En route to the vanishing point on the horizon, caught in 

the light of the setting sun. Getting off at Gare do Oriente, the oldest train station in the city. Start 

and ending of international train journeys to Madrid and Paris, a short distance from the center. A 

travel fairy tale that encourages me to visit the other three train stations in Lisbon. 

Hopefully no false promises, set forth in almost literary contributions, to be found in a blog. From a 

slick website full of inventive multimedia effects. Who knows, maybe it will become a reality in this 
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Hopefully no false promises, set forth in almost literary contributions, to be found in a blog. From a 

slick website full of inventive multimedia effects. Who knows, maybe it will become a reality in this 

decade.

Life is not the life we live;  it is the life we imagine living.  Quote: Pascal Mercier.

In tunnels you have no range on your phone, so no calls, no e-mails, no Whatsapp. A rare pause in 

our ever rushed world. Ideal to think about what really matters in life. I myself can't wait for this kind 

of relaxed travel options. From now on to Lisbon with my smart phone at hand, but in train mode.

Website | Woordenbrei

Twitter |  Woordenbrei
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