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João

Unique

Aeroporto da Madeira.  Pilots receive extra training.  

Even though they have a lot of experience.  Mandatory 

to land here.  Tricky business between a high mountain 

and the Atlantic Ocean.  The right turn is crucial, in the 

last minute.  To optimally approach the runway.  The 

strip has been extended for the larger aircraft.  From a 

(too) tight 1,500 to 2,700 meters.  With a spectacular 
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last minute.  To optimally approach the runway.  The 

strip has been extended for the larger aircraft.  From a 

(too) tight 1,500 to 2,700 meters.  With a spectacular 

bridge, built on two hundred pillars.

Outside the arrivals hall, he immediately stands out, 

João a downie.  I don't know if the name I gave him is 

right.  He spends his days here.  I saw him earlier on 

previous flights.  Radiating only joy and joie de vivre.  

Unsolicited, he loads your bags on a luggage trolley.  

Then he drives away.  Entering or leaving the departure 

hall.

Funcho

Name of an herb that the discoverers found on this 

island.  Fennel, used in traditional sweets.  Rebuçados 

de funcho, available all over Madeira.  Funchal, now 

mainly is served by cruise ships.  A green, sophisticated 

capital with natural beauty, luxury and glamor.

But that does not help.  As soon as you have a mental 

or physical disability.  Lack of suitable work, including 

sufficient income.  It makes sense that João tries to 

nibble on something.  He is doing his very best.  Hardly 
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or physical disability.  Lack of suitable work, including 

sufficient income.  It makes sense that João tries to 

nibble on something.  He is doing his very best.  Hardly 

social and certainly not proficient in language.  On his 

way on a mission.  To provide personal luggage service.

Funchal is one of the most beautiful cities of Portugal.  

With its beautiful bay.  Surrounded by green mountains 

in the area.  The inhabitants turn their faces to the 

ocean.  The houses built in the round form of a gigantic 

amphitheater.

Beautiful

Elegantly dressed people everywhere.  Strolling past 

chic shops.  Sitting on shaded terraces.  Relaxing in city 

parks and lush botanical gardens.  Not the least 

wealthy globetrotters who visit this hiking paradise.  To 

enjoy so much beauty.  The highlight in this mini 

metropolis.  The frenzied flower dress of the purple 

Jacarandas.  In May, the main street, Avenida Arriaga, 

adorns.

Not nice at all, an unpleasant experience for João, I 

see.  He is looking nervously at the departure hall.  A 
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Not nice at all, an unpleasant experience for João, I 

see.  He is looking nervously at the departure hall.  A 

man does not seem to like his rather clumsy offer of 

help.  The traveler unloads his luggage with an angry 

face.  Just before, "hijacked" without being asked.  

Frightened, João watches.  How this customer escapes 

him.  In his shell and out of sight, he licks his wounds

Respect

He actually deserves.  Pure admiration for so much 

creativity.  Used to be a real profession, porter.  Fallen 

into obscurity.  Disarmingly, João again scans the taxi 

rank for travelers.

Incomprehension or pure harshness.  No idea what 

drove the tourist.  Just got out of a cab.  On his way to 

check in for his flight back home.  His wife turns her 

head with shame on her cheeks.

Oh well, let's do it and give João his job.  A little 

further on I see someone pushing a coin into his hand.  

With a happy smile on his face, he hobbles back into 

the arrivals hall.  Heartwarming that downie, by the way 
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further on I see someone pushing a coin into his hand.  

With a happy smile on his face, he hobbles back into 

the arrivals hall.  Heartwarming that downie, by the way 

a very Portuguese boy. I am calling him, João.
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